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AUSTRIAN  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 

UP  6  PERCENT  IN  FIRST  HALF  OF  1956 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  the  Austrian  Tobacco  Monopoly  during 
the  first  half  of  1956  totaled  13.5  million  pounds  —  up  6  percent  from  the 
12.7  million  pounds  imported  during  the  comparable  period  of  1955.    Most  of  the 
increase  occurred  in  takings  of  Oriental  and  cigar  tobaccos, 

AUSTRIA:    Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during 
January-June,  1955-56 


:  :  :  Percent  Change 

Country  of  Origin          :    January- June  :    January- June    :  from  January- 

 :  1955  :  1956  ;  June  1955 

 ":  I7O00"  ':  175073  1  

:  pounds  :  pounds  :  Percent 

United  States  :  U,600  :  2,961*  :       -  35.6 

Greece  :  2,920  :  3,23U  :       +  10.8 

Turkey  :  3,297  :  2,807  :       -  lU.9 

Bulgaria  :  992  :  926  :       -  6.7 

Brazil  :  638  :  1,003  :       +  57.2 

Indonesia  :  106  :  100  :       -  5»7 

Rhodesias  &  Nyasaland  .  .  .  :  12U  :  6  :       -  95.2 

Other  ;   t  2,iOU  t  -  


Total  :        12,677  :       13,U5U  t       +  6.1 


Source :    Statistik  des  Aussenhandels  Osterreichs  -  Erstes  und  Zweites 
Vierteljahr  1955  ~~ 

Imports  of  United  States  leaf,  mainly  flue-cured  and  Burley,  were  35«6 
percent  below  the  January- June  1955  level  of  U»6  million  pounds.  Total 
takings  of  Oriental  leaf,  principally  from  Yugoslavia,  Greece,  Hungary  and 
Rumania,  were  U  percent  larger  than  last  year  despite  the  decline  in  imports 
from  Bulgaria  and  Turkey.    Total  imports  of  cigar  leaf  from  Brazil,  Indonesia 
and  the  Dominican  Republic  were  substantially  larger  than  last  year. 

LOW  QUALITY  LEAF  REDUCES 
RETURNS  TO  AUSTRALIAN  GROWERS 

A  major  problem  currently  facing  the  Australian  Tobacco  Industry  is  the 
disposal  of  lower  grades  of  tobacco,  according  to  a  recent  report.  Tobacco 
of  reasonable  quality  is  being  sold  at  excellent  prices.    However,  a  sub- 
stantial portion  of  the  1956  crop  is  of  low  quality  and  has  little  or  no 
market  in  Australia,  with  the  result  that  net  returns  to  producers  are  lower 
than  would  appear  from  sales  prices.    These  lower  prices  led  to  a  conference 
of  the  Central  Tobacco  Advisory  Committee  which  emphasized  the  establishment 
of  a  uniform  grading  system  and  a  price  schedule  acceptable  to  manufacturers. 
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Import  arrangements  were  also  discussed  at  this  meeting  covering  the 
quantity  to  be  licensed  for  import  to  insure  that  suitable  Australian  tobacco 
would  be  used  by  manufacturers  and  that  an  adequate  supply  would  be  available. 
Increased  production  of  suitable  quality  Australian  leaf  would  result  in  a 
reduction  of  import  licenses.    However,  increases  in  population  and  higher 
per  capita  consumption  are  likely  to  offset  production  increases  to  some 
extent  and  tend  to  hold  imports  at  or  near  the  current  level,  despite  the 
program  to  increase  production e 

BURMA'S  CIGARETTE 
OUTPUT  DECLINES 

Burma's  cigarette  output  increased  steadily  in  recent  years  until  the 
imposition  of  the  much  higher  excise  tax.    The  decline  in  cigarette  output 
was  attributed  to  the  rise  in  price  which  accompanied  an  increase  in  the 
excise  tax  from  10  Kyats  to  50  Kyats  ($2.10  to  $10.50  U.S.)  per  1,000  pieces 
in  October  1955.    Production  of  cigarettes  in  195U-55  totaled  366  million 
pieces,  but  it  was  only  equivalent  to  about  28  percent  of  the  rated  capacity 
of  existing  cigarette  factories.    Production  during  the  first  half  of  1955-56 
was  UO  percent  below  the  comparable  period  of  195^*55. 


BURMA:    Output  of  cigarettes  during  first  half 
of  1955-56,  with  comparisons 


tear 

(October-September) : 

:      First  Half 

{    Second  Half  ! 

t  Total 

Million 

!       Million  i 

FHlUon 

t  pieces 

i       pieces  i 

i  pieces 

1951-52  i 

!        32.2  j 

21.7  i 

I  53.9 

1952-53  s 

22.3 

i        2U.6  i 

:  U6.9 

1953-5U  j 

129.2  s 

!       155.2  : 

28U.I* 

195U-55  : 

175.1  : 

:       190.7  : 

365.8 

1955-56  : 

105.0 

• 

On  September  1,  1956  the  Burmese  government  took  simultaneous  action  in 
doubling  the  import  duty  on  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  100  percent  to  200  per- 
cent ad  valorem  and  reduced  the  excise  tax  on  cigarettes  from  50  to  20  Kyats 
per  thousand.    The  increase  in  import  duties  gives  additional  protection  to 
the  local  industry  in  which  the  government  is  spending  large  sums  for  the 
improvement  in  production  and  curing  of  leaf.    With  the  reduction  in  the  excise 
tax  the  price  ox  cigarettes  has  been  lowered  to  a  retail  price  of  80  Pyas 
(16.8  U.S.  cents)  per  pack  of  10,  or  a  reduction  of  20  percent.    As  a  result 
of  this  action,  cigarette  consumption  is  expected  to  reverse  the  downward 
trend  noted  during  the  past  year. 
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CYPRUS'  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
CONTINUE  UPWARD 

Cyprus '  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  half  of 
1956  totaled  ^-18,000  pounds  --  up  9  percent  from  the  382,000  pounds  im- 
ported during  the  comparable  period  last  year.    Most  of  the  increase 
occurred  in  larger  takings  from  Southern  Rhode sia,  Greece  and  Turkey. 
Imports  of  United  States  leaf,  totaling  168,000  pounds,  were  about  the 
same  as  last  year  but  represented  a  smaller  portion  of  the  Cyprian 
market. 


UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA'S 
OUTPUT  OF  TOBACCO  PRODUCTS  UP 

Output  of  tobacco  products  in  the  Union  of _ South  Africa  during  the 
first  3 -months  of  1956  totaled  10,8  million  pounds        up  7  percent  from 
the  10.1  million  pounds  produced  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1955* 
Production  of  all  tobacco  products,  except  tobacco  for  "roll-your-own" 
cigarettes,  was  above  the  January-March  1955  levels.    Cigarette  output 
was  h  percent  greater  than  last  year  and  accounted  for  52  percent  of  total 
production. 


ESTIMATE  OF  CANADIAN 
FLUE-CURED  CROP  INCREASED 

The  latest  report  of  flue-cured  tobacco  production  in  Canada  indicates 
a  larger  outturn  than  earlier  estimates  based  on  extensive  weather  damage. 
The  crop  is  now  placed  at  l^k  million  pounds,  or  about  10  percent  larger 
than  the  previous  figure.     If  a  crop  of  l^k  million  pounds  materializes, 
it  would  represent  a  gain  of  36  million  pounds  from  the  1955  level. 
Estimated  acreage  for  1956  has  been  raised  from  the  115,000  acres  reported 
earlier  to  117,600  acres.    Production  of  Bur ley  in  Canada  for  1956  is 
placed  at  7»5  million  pounds. 


CENTRAL  AMERICA  HAS  POTENTIAL 
FOR  EXPANSION  OF.  CACAO 

The  following  are  comments  by  a  staff  member 
of  the  Import  Division,  FAS,  following  a  study 
of  the  cocoa  situation  in  Mexico,  Costa  Rica, 
Panama,  Cuba  and  the  Dominican  Republic. 

Several  countries  in  Central  America  have  a  potential  for  expansion 
of  cacao  production.     Improved  cultural  practices  should  have  much  more 
influence  of  this  than  expansion  of  acreage.    The  Inter -American  Institute 
of  Agricultural  Sciences  at  Turrialba,  Costa  Rica  is  training  personnel 
from  various  countries  in  cacao  culture.    When  these  students  go  back  to 
their  homes  they  begin  disseminating  information  on  improved  practices. 
Their  extension  work  and  improvement  of  planting  stock  at  propagating 
stations  should  prove  particularly  valuable. 
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Although  cacao  has  been  grown  for  hundreds  of  years;  apparently  there 
is  still  much  that  could  he  learned  from  research.    Analysis  and  dissemi- 
nation of  research  data  collected  from  experimental  plots  does  not  appear 
to  be  keeping  pace  with  research  operations.    Since  cacao  is  a  tree  crop 
rather  than  an  annual ,  it  requires  a  longer  time  for  research  results  to 
materialize  and  also  takes  longer  for  most  improved  practices  to  be  put 
into  effect. 


Spraying  operations  are  gaining  momentum  in  several  Central  American 
countries  and  this  could  increase  cacao  yields  very  significantly.  From 
experience  it  appears  that  yields  often  may  be  doubled  where  spray  is 
applied.    Mexico  ,  Panama,  and  Costa  Rica  should  show  immediate  benefit 
from  spraying.    The  Dominican  Republic  appears  to  be  using  very  good 
cultural  practices  and  has  not  been  troubled  by  disease.     In  this  country, 
however,  birds  and  rats  have  been  very  destructive  -  in  some  cases 
destroying  as  much  as  one-third  of  the  farmers  crop. 


At  the  present  time  the  Mexican  Government  is  working  on  a  large 
drainage  project  in  the  state  of  Tabasco  and  a  Federal  highway  is  being 
constructed  between  Mexico  City  and  Villa  Hermosa.    These  factors  could 
increase  cacao  production  considerably. 


It  is  estimated  that  perhaps  more  than  20  percent  of  the  cacao  area 
in  Mexico  is  less  than  h  years  old.    Some  of  this  is  replacement  plantings, 
however,  for  farmers  here  often  follow  a  practice  of  cutting  out  the  cacao 
trees  when  they  get  to  be  about  20  years  old.    Mexico  is  probably  the  only 
country  in  which  this  practice  is  generally  followed.    Many  of  the  trees 
in  the  Dominican  Republic  are  much  older  than  this  and  are  still  bearing 
well.    Many  replacements  of  trees  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  next  few 
years  if  production  is  to  be  maintained  at  its  present  level  in  the 
Dominican  Republic. 


Development  programs  generally  include  the  distribution  of  rooted 
cuttings  to  the  producers.    This  is  usually  done  at  a  price  considerably 
below  cost.    The  International  Cooperation  Administration  is  promoting 
the  distribution  of  cuttings  from  selected  clonal  material  in  several 
countries,  and  in  several  other  countries  the  Federal  governments  are 
promoting  such  a  program.    Some  of  the  larger  producers,  who  have  been 
doing  their  own  propagating,  have  turned  to  seedlings  because  they  are 
cheaper . 


Within  the  next  five  years  it  is  very  probable  that  cacao  production 
in  Central  America  will  increase  by  at  least  ten  percent.  Technological 
improvements  could  very  well  carry  production  higher  than  this  if  the 
farmers  are  provided  incentives  to  follow  good  cultural  practices. 
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U.S.  SECOND  LARGEST 
BUYER  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL 


The  United  States ;  which  at  the  end  of  the  1955-56  season 
was  New  Zealand's  third  "best  customer  for  wool,  is  now  the  second 
best  market  for  New  Zealand  wool.    This  expanding  trade  with  New 
Zealand  results  from  an  increasing  demand  for  carpet  grade  wools 
in  this  country.    New  Zealand  is  the  second  largest  source  for 
U.S.  imports  of  wool  for  the  manufacture  of  carpets. 


During  the  first  2  months  of  the  current  season  beginning 
July  1,  New  Zealand's  exports  of  wool  totaled  111,390  bales  of 
which  50,^56  were  to  the  United  Kingdom,  27,586  to  the  U.S.  and 
8,^8l  to  France.    The  countries  next  in  importance  in  New  Zealand's 
wool  trade  were  Italy,  Germany,  Belgium,  Poland,  and  Holland. 


These  early  season  exports  included  wool  purchased  during 
the  last  month  of  the  1955-56  season  and  quantities  purchased  at 
the  winter  (crutching)  sales  held  in  July  and  August.  Crutchings 
or  locks  of  fleeces  purchased  by  the  U.S.  from  New  Zealand  usually 
grade  UO's  or  below  and  may  be  imported  duty-free  for  uses  in  the 
manufacture  of  carpets. 


WOOL  PRICES  AT  LONDON 
AUCTION  DECLINE 


London  wool  prices  declined  slightly  during  the  London 
auction  for  the  opening  week  of  October  26,  1956.    The  overseas' 
markets  indicated  a  similar  trend.    The  easing  of  market  prices 
in  both  London  and  overseas  occurred  in  anticipation  of  larger 
offerings  at  Australian  auctions. 

The  official  estimate  of  the  1956-57  Australian  clip  is 
1,U80  million  pounds,  greasy  basis,  compared  with  1,^00  million 
pounds  last  season.    The  labor  dispute  in  Australia,  however, 
limited  the  availability  of  supplies  prior  to  mid-October ,  With 
a  conditional  settlement  of  the  labor  dispute,  larger  quantities 
of  wool  are  now  being  offered  at  Australian  auctions. 
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LONDON  WOOL  PRICES 

Wool  Prices:  Average  raw  wool  costs,  clean  basis, 
on  London  auction  floors,  by  quality 
classification 

(Current  prices  with  comparisons) 


Week  Ended 


I     9-21-56  ', 

• 

.     10  26-56 

J  10-28-55 

• 

Description,  Bradford  Grades  : 

• 

I.67 

1.58 

:  1.3^ 

1.55 

1.^5 

:  1.21 

1.55 

1.1+7 

:  1.16 

1*1*7 

1.38 

:  I.09 

1*1*0 

1.3^ 

:  1.12 

'  1/  .98 

.98  < 

.92 

:  .89 

.96 

.90 

8s 

• 

.93 

.89 

:  .83 

• 

Carbonised  : 

• 

• 

1.17  : 

None 

!  None 

.98  ! 

.98 

.86 

0 

1.06  ; 

1.06 

:  .93 

• 

Woolen  Trade  : 

• 

None 

None 

:  None 

Average  Scoured  Pieces  and  Locks.: 

1.03 

1.03 

:  .86 

Cape  : 

• 
* 

1.62  < 

1.51  ! 

!  1.20 

• 
• 

1.55  J 

1.1+6  - 

:  1.17 

1/  Nominal 


Source:    Kreglinger  and  Fernan  Ltd.,  Wool  Brokers. 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
PRICES  DECLINE 

Wool  prices  at  the  Australian  auctions  averaged  slightly  lower  during 
the  week  ending  October  19 .    A  total  of  105,000  bales  was  offered  at  auc- 
tions in  Sydney,  Adelaide,  and  Albury.    Prices  were  5  to  8  percent  below 
the  season's  peak  of  late  September  but  were  above  the  season's  opening, 
and  considerably  above  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

The  principal  bidders  were  Continental,  Japanese,  and  United  Kingdom 
buyers  with  some  support  from  buyers  for  local  mills.    During  the  current 
season  the  United  States  has  not  participated  actively  in  the  market  to 
any  appreciable  extent. 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 

Wool  Prices:    Average  raw  wool  costs,  clean  basis,  on  Australian 
auction  floors,  by  quality  classification. 

(Current  prices  with  comparisons) 


Week  Ended 


Type  and  Grade 


10-12-56 


IO-I9-56 


Year  ago 
10-21-55 


Combing  Wools 
70' s  Good..., 

Average , 
6k* s  Good. . . , 

Average , 
60' s  Good. . . , 

Average , 
58' s  Good..., 

Average , 
56' s  Good. . . , 

Average , 
50 's  Good. . . , 

Average , 

Carding  Wools 


Merino  

Comeback.  

Fine  Crossbred. . , 
Medium  Crossbred, 


U.  S 


1.59 
1.51 
l.fcL 
1.36 
1.26 
1.21 

1.15 
1.10 
1.01 

.98 
.91 

.88 


.85 
.77 
.68 
.66 


DOLLARS  PER  POUND  - 


1.59 
1.50 
1.39 
1.33 
1.22 
1.18 
1.11 
1.06 
.98 

.9^ 
.88 
.86 


.81+ 
.76 
.67 


1.28  1/ 

1.21 

1.11 

1.07 

1.00 

.95 

.92 

.88 
.86 
.82 
.77 
.75 


.68 
.62 
.60 


Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service  Australian  Wool  Bureau. 


l/  Nominal  quotations 
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NEW  SLAUGHTER  PLANT 
IN  NORTHERN  RHODESIA 

A  new  slaughter  plant  with  a  capacity  of  800  hogs  a  week 
has  been  opened  at  Lusaka,  Northern  Rhodesia,  by  the  Lusaka 
Cold  Storage  Company.    This  modern  plant  has  storage  suf- 
ficient to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  whole  Federation  of 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  and  the  directors  hope  to  find  a 
market  for  its  pork  products  in  the  heavily  populated  areas 
of  Southern  Rhodesia.    As  it  is  not  expected  that  local 
sources  will  be  able  to  supply  800  hogs  a  week  for  at  least 
a  year,  beef  and  mutton  will  be  processed  when  the  supply  of 
pork  is  short.    While  the  company  is  buying  hogs  on  a  standard 
weight  basis,  it  hopes  to  make  payments  on  the  basis  of  carcass 
grade  and  weight  as  soon  as  the  producers  are  familiar  with  the 
processor's  requirements. 


The  effect  of  the  plant  upon  United  States'  exports  of 
edible  and  inedible  tallow  to  the  Rhodesias,  which  amounted  to 
5,030,000  pounds  in  195 5 ,  will  depend  upon  the  number  of  cattle 
processed,  but  in  any  case  is  expected  to  be  slight.  However, 
as  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  continues  its 
agricultural  development  program,  and  its  policy  of  restricting 
dollar  imports  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  1,  1956), 
U.  S.  exports  into  that  area  can  expect  increased  local  competi- 
tion. 


MEAT  REPRESENTS  62  PERCENT 
OF  TOTAL  ARGENTINE  EXPORTS 


For  the  first  7  months  of  this  year,  Argentine  exports  of 
livestock  products  were  62  percent  of  their  total  exports, 
while  exports  of  other  agricultural  products  were  only  33  per- 
cent.   Exports  of  frozen  and  particularly  chilled  beef,  mainly 
to  Western  Europe,  have  been  large. 


Cattle  receipts  at  markets  during  July-September  of  the 
current  year  were  97  percent  above  the  1951-55  average.  During 
the  same  period,  sheep  and  hog  receipts  were  up  18  and  68  per- 
cent, respectively.    The  principal  factors  contributing  to 
the  larger  receipts  have  been  above  normal  cattle  numbers, 
the  recent  price  increase  of  20  percent,  and  improved  export 
markets,  particularly  for  chilled  beef. 


November  12 ,  1956       Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


11 


NEW  RECORD  WORLD  RICE  CROP  FORECAST  FOR  1956-57 

World  rice  production  in  1956-57  (August-July)  is  expected  to 
reach  a  new  high  record ,  according  to  the  first  estimate  of  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    World  rice  acreage  increased  2  per- 
cent over  last  year's  previous  record,  and  so  far  "weather  has  been 
generally  favorable  for  production. 

Total  output  of  rough  rice  in  1956-57  is  forecast  at  1+31,800 
million  pounds  as  compared  with  the  previous  record  of  l+2l+,l+00 
million  pounds  in  the  preceding  season.    This  estimate  is  10 
percent  above  average  production  in  the  5-year,  1950-51/5^-55^ 
period;  and  is  22  percent  more  than  average  in  the  immediate  post- 
war, 19^5 --1+6/1+9-50,  period. 

World  rice  acreage  expected  to  be  harvested  in  1956-57  is 
estimated  at  269  million  acres,  an  increase  of  6  million  acres 
over  last  year's  record.    This  estimate  is  13  million  acreas  more 
than  average  in  the  1950-5l/5^--55  period,  and  is  35  million  acres 
larger  than  in  the  immediate  postwar  average  period. 

Principal  increases  in  rice  acreage  are  in  Asia,  where  about 
93  percent  of  the  world  rice  crop  is  harvested.    A  larger  acreage 
is  forecast  also  for  South  America.    Rice  acreages  of  North  America 
and  Europe  are  slightly  less,  and  that  of  Africa  is  about  the 
same  as  in  1955-56. 

Larger  rice  crops  are  expected  to  be  harvested  in  Pakistan, 
China,  Thailand,  Burma,  the  Philippine  Republic,  Egypt  and  Brazil. 
Production  decreased  in  Japan  and  Ceylon,  and  under  average  grow- 
ing conditions,  Taiwan's  crop  will  be  below  last  year's  record. 
Production  declined  in  the  United  States  and  Italy. 

Pakistan  increased  rice  acreage  about  3  percent  and  weather 
has  been  more  favorable  this  year,  so  that  production  will  be  above 
the  1955-56  crop  which  was  reduced  by  floods.    Outlook  for  the 
Indian  rice  harvest  was  good  until  recent  floods  damaged  the  crop 
in  northeast  India,  and  it  now  appears  that  the  outturn  will  not 
exceed  that  of  last  year,  and  may  possibly  be  less. 

China  apparently  succeeded  in  increasing  rice  acreage  in  1956. 
Even  under  below-average  climatic  conditions,  the  rice  crop  of  that 
country  would  exceed  that  of  1955 • 

Total  production  of  Thailand  and  Burma  is  estimated  at  32.3 
million  pounds  of  rough  rice  as  compared  with  3O.6  million  pounds 
in  the  preceding  year.    Though  crop  estimates  of  South  Vietnam, 
Cambodia  and  Laos  are  not  available,  weather  has  been  such  that 
total  rice  production  of  those  countries  may  be  around  8  percent 
above  that  in  1955-56. 
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The  Philippine  Republic  has  succeeded  in  further  expanding  rice  pro- 
duction.   The  record  acreage  this  season  is  k  percent  larger  than  last 
year's  previous  record,  and  good  weather  so  far  is  expected  to  result  in 
bumper  yields  per  acre  for  that  country.    Rice  acreage  in  Malaya  is  ex- 
pected to  approximate  that  of  the  year  before,  and  growing  conditions  so 
far  are  improved  as  compared  with  1955 -56. 

Japan's  near-record  rice  outturn  is  second  only  to  last  year's 
phenomenal  crop.    The  harvested  acreage  was  about  the  same  as  in  1955> 
and  average  per-acre  yields  were  very  good.    Korea's  rice  crop  is  reported 
to  be  about  the  same  as  in  1955 • 


Good  rice  crops  are  also  being  harvested  in  the  Near  East  following 
the  short  crops  of  last  year  that  were  reduced  by  lack  of  water.  The 
harvests  of  Iran  and  Iraq,  are  nearly  up  to  the  peak  outturn  of  2  years 
before,  and  are  substantially  above  average.    Turkey  planted  a  record  rice 
acreage  and  the  crop  is  about  the  same  as  the  previous  largest  production 
of  2  years  earlier. 

Egypt  increased  rice  acreage  about  16  percent  this  year.    Though  the 
acreage  of  725;000  acres  is  less  than  the  previous  high  level  of  8l6,000 
acres  in  lykQ,  the  1956  rice  crop  is  a  record  one  due  to  improved  methods 
of  production, 
i 

Although  the  rice  production  of  Western  Europe  in  1956  declined  from 
the  preceding  year,  it  is  k  percent  above  the  1950-5^-  average,  and  55  per- 
cent more  than  in  the  immediate  postwar  (19^-5-^9)  average  period.  Italy 
and  Greece  reduced  rice  acreage  15  and  39  percent,  respectively.  Yields 
per  acre  of  Italy  are  reported  to  be  about  average,  and  production  is 
substantially  less  than  in  1955 •    Though  good  weather  resulted  in  high 
rice  yields,  the  crop  of  Greece  is  the  smallest  since  1950  because  of 
the  drop  in  acreage. 


Other  countries  in  Western  Europe  increased  rice  acreage.  Spain's 
acreage  was  nearly  up  to  the  record  of  2  years  earlier,  and  because  of 
unusually  good  yields  being  harvested,  a  record  crop  is  expected.  France 
is  harvesting  a  record  crop  from  a  record  acreage.    The  production  of 
Portugal  is  reported  to  be  slightly  under  that  of  the  year  before. 


The  rice  acreage  of  North  America  declined  5  percent  and  production 
is  10  percent  less  than  in  1955.    The  largest  reduction  is  in  the  United 
States,  where  marketing  quotas  were  imposed  to  restrict  acreage.  The 
rice  area  was  cut  about  37  percent  from  the  peak  of  I95I+  to  about  the 
average  of  the  19^5-^9  period.    Rice  production  in  the  Dominican  Republic 
was  reduced  by  drought. 
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Mexico  increased  rice  acreage  13  percent.    From  this 
area,  which  is  sharply  above  the  previous  record  acreage  of 
the  year  before,  Mexico  is  expected  to  produce  a  very  large 
rice  crop.    Jamaica  is  continuing  to  expand  rice  acreage,  so 
the  record  crop  of  that  country  will  be  markedly  above  the 
previous  high  of  last  year. 

A  new  series  for  Cuban  rice  acreage  and  production  is 
being  incorporated  in  this  crop  summary.    The  Cuban  rice 
acreage  of  recent  years  is  believed  to  have  expanded  to  a 
greater  extent  that  was  generally  realized,  particularly  of 
upland  rice.    This  would  result  in  some  decline  in  the  aver- 
age yield  per  acre.    Though  growers  report  an  expected  in- 
crease in  acreage  in  1956-57>  "the  dry  weather  this  year  and 
the  occurrence  of  a  disease  in  foreign  varieties  is  expected 
to  reduce  the  acreage  harvested  and  yield  per  acre  to  some 
extent . 

Much  of  South  America's  rice  crop  of  1956-57  is  yet  to 
be  planted.    Indications  are  that  acreage  will  be  increased 
in  Brazil,  Colombia,  and  Peru.    Growers  in  Argentina  are 
expected  to  reduce  rice  plantings.    Acreage  was  reduced  sub- 
stantially in  Venezuela,  and  production  is  the  smallest  in 
3  years. 

The  outlook  for  rice  in  Australia  this  season  is  not 
entirely  favorable.    Floods  at  the  time  of  planting  resulted 
in  a  moderate  decrease  in  acreage  in  principal  growing  areas 
and  attempts  were  being  made  to  offset  this  decline  by  in- 
creases in  other  areas.    Rice  acreage  in  the  new  rice  area 
of  the  Northern  Territory  will  amount  to  about  2,000  acres. 
Most  of  the  rice  produced  there  will  be  retained  for  seed 
for  future  plantings. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on 
world  agricultural  production  approved  by  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock 
Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon  reports  of  agricul- 
tural attaches  and  other  U.  S.  representatives  abroad. 
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SWITZERLAND'S  HCG  NUMBERS 
REACH  ALL  TIME  HIGH 

The  number  of  hogs  in  Switzerland  this  April  reached  an  all  time 
high  of  1,159,000  head,  12  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  This 
increase  is  being  reflected  in  an  increase  in  slaughter  this  fall  and 
winter. 

Swiss  farmers  have  been  encouraged  by  rising  prices  to  produce  more 
hogs  during  recent  years.    There  was  a  12  percent  increase  from  1953  "to 
1955- 

Feed  grain  crops  were  unusually  good  this  year.     Consumption  of 
pork  has  remainded  high  due  to  decreased  slaughter  of  cattle  which 
are  "being  held  back  to  build  up  herds,  and  to  the  present  high  level 
of  prosperity  enjoyed  by  Switzerland. 

Producers  fear  that  the  surplus  of  hogs  will  depress  prices  below 
production  costs  unless  the  government  gives  some  aid.    Switzerland  has 
followed  a  policy  of  regulating  agricultural  prices  of  controlling 
imports  (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  6,  1956) .  Surplus 
supplies  may  result  in  a  tightning  of  imports  regulations  for  slaugh- 
ter hogs. 

In  1955  Switzerland  imported  24,000  hogs  for  slaughter  and  a 
negligible  amount  of  pork.    Switzerland  imported  29  million  pounds  of 
inedible  tallow  and  greases  and  293,000  pounds  of  lard  from  the  United 
States  in  1955. 

SWITZERLAND:    Hog  numbers  in  April  1951,  1955,  and  1956 


Year 

[    Slaughter  hogs 
under  6  mos .  ] 

Pigs  under 
6  mos . 

Sows  ; 

Boars 

Total 
Hogs 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  - 

1,000 

1951 

:           197  : 

612 

;  80 

:  3 

:  892 

1955 

:           206  ; 

:  735 

:  93 

:  k 

1,038 

1956 

:           235  : 

819 

:  101 

:  h 

'  1,159 

Source:    Swiss  Federal  Bureau  of  Statistics. 


HYBRID  CORN  DEVELOPMENT  IN  EUROPE  AND  MEDITERRANEAN  AREA 

The  table  on  the  opposite  page  was  developed  at  the  recent  FA0 
Hybrid  Corn  Meeting  in  Cairo,  Egypt.    While  the  production  figures  do 
not  entirely  agree  with  official  data  available  in  FAS,  the  table  does 
present  a  good  illustration  of  the  acceptance  of  improved  agricultural 
technique  in  these  countries. 

FA0  plans  to  withdraw  from  the  sponsorship  of  hybrid  corn  breeding, 
a  program  they  initiated  and  carried  on,  with  U.S.  assistance  beginning 
in  1946. 
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Country 


Corn  Area 
for  grain 


France 

Traditional. '. 
New  Zone  


Belgium. 


Federal  Republic 
of  Germany. . . 

Morocco. ....... 

Turkey  


Israel 

Dryland, . , 
Irrigated, 


Italy  

Spain  

Netherlands 

Algeria  

Austria  l/  

Egypt  

Lebanon  l/  

Portugal  

Switzerland. . . . 
Yugoslavia  l/ . . 

Total  

1/  1951!-  data. 


1,000 
acres 


977 
125 

k 

17 

618 

1)223 
1,779 

20 
15 

3,015 

15 
21 
ikQ 

1,903 
\2 
1,166 

k 

5,930 
17,876 


Corn  Production 
for  grain 


Million 
Pounds 


l,8Ii-6.8 
357.8 

17.0 


kk.5 
573.2 
562.6 
1,90^.8 

22.0 
57.3 

8,597.9 
1,3^.1 
57.3 
21.5 
396.8 
3,778.2 
50.7 
73.6 


9.9 


8,818.^ 
28,53^.^ 


Percentage 
corn  area 
in  hybrids 


Percent 


23.0 
100.0 


99-0 


10.0 

o.k 

0.8 

30.0 
95.0 

23. h 

17.3 

92.0 
25.0 
5.0 
5.0 

0,6 
15.0 
2.0 


Domestic  Production 
hybrid  seed 


open 
Pedigree 


1,000 
Pounds 


6,801 


507 
10 

176 

(1,025 
( 

i+,630 
±,h2k 

k 

331 
3,70^ 

198 
132 

23,351 


closed 
Pedigree 


1,000 
Pounds 


2,127 


10,803 
3,^37 
551 
30 

772 

25[i- 


17,97^ 
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CANNED  FRUIT  PLENTIFUL  IN  U.K. 


The  anticipated  shortage  of  canned  fruit  in  the  United  Kingdom 
has  not  materialized.    Supplies  are  now  reported  to  be  plentiful. 

Arrival  of  the  peak  canning  season  in  the  United  States  and 
the  expected  record  pack  of  peaches  has  caused  a  slight  drop  in 
prices  of  this  commodity  on  British  markets.    Most  purchases 
from  American  exporters  have  been  peaches  and  some  fruit  cock- 
tail.   Prices  have  been  generally  lower  than  last  year. 

The  relatively  small  Canadian  quota  has  been  used  largely 
for  fruit  cocktail. 


U.K.  FROZEN  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE 
INDUSTRY  EXPANDS 

Expansion  of  the  quick  frozen  fruit  and  vegetable  industry  in 
the  United  Kingdom  has  been  tremendous  during  the  past  several 
years . 

The  firm  which  has  established  itself  as  the  leading  quick 
frozen  fruit  and  vegetable  producer  in  the  U.K.  reports  that  its 
retail  outlets  have  grown  from  101  in  19^+6  to  the  present  20,000. 
During  the  same  period  the  firms  wholesale  depots  have  grown  from 
9  to  k2  and  cold  storage  capacity  has  increased  tenfold. 

Today,  producing  firms  are  giving  the  retailer  all  out  aid 
and  support  through  intensive  national  and  point-of-sale  advertis- 
ing programs.    A  spokesman  for  the  industry  states  that  the  market 
for  quick  frozen  foods  has  barely  been  scratched  and  the  potential 
is  enormous. 


BRITISH  ORANGE 
IMPORTS  LOWER 


British  imports  of  oranges  in  September  were  kk2,rJ5k  boxes 
lower  than  in  September.  1955.    The  reduction  was  largely  due 
to  a  drop  in  imports  from  South  Africa,  totaling  k01f6lk  boxes  as 
compared  to  812,275  boxes  in  September  1955. 
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SPANISH  ORANGE  CROP  DELAYED 

Heavy  rainfall  in  the  important  orange  producing  district  of 
Valencia,  Spain,  will  be  beneficial  to  the  Spanish  orange  crop. 
However,  it  is  estimated  the  rainfall  will  delay  the  early  crop 
and  that  first  shipments  will  probably  not  come  until  about 
November  10-12  and  then  only  in  moderate  volume. 


CANTALOUPE  ACREAGE  REDUCED  SHARPLY  IN 
MEXICAN  APATZINGAN  AREA 

Latest  estimates  of  planted  acreage  of  melons  in  the 
Apatzingan  area  of  Mexico,  their  major  melon  producing  area, 
show  a  sharp  reduction  from  last  year's  high  level. 


It  is  estimated  that  planted  acreage  of  cantaloupes  in 
Apatzingan  for  the  1956-57  season  will  total  7,^00  acres  as  com- 
pared with  1^,500  acres  during  1955-56. 


Total  planted  acreage  of  watermelons  in  this  section  is 
expected  to  be  about  2,^-00  acres. 


UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA  REPORTS 
RECORD  VOLUMES  OF  WOOL,  WHEAT, 
BUTTER,  CITRUS  AND  CORN 

While  the  gross  value  of  field  crops  and  livestock  products 
produced  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  in  1955-56  is  estimated  to 
have  further  declined  under  the  2  previous  years ,  some  products 
set  new  volume  of  production  records.    Wheat  is  reported  to  have 
established  an  all-time  record  of  8.3  million  bags  (200  lb.), 
wool  production  was  the  second  highest  on  record  and  corn  pro- 
duction the  third  highest.    Butter  is  expected  to  set  an  all 
time  record  and  citrus  production  again  increased  significantly. 
The  current  corn  surplus  is  estimated  at  12  million  bags,  less 
than  half  the  estimated  annual  consumption  of  27  million  bags. 
The  Union  has  announced  that  it  does  not  expect  to  import  any 
wheat  during  the  coming  season. 
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U.  S.  INCREASES  IMPORTS 

INTO  FEDERATION  OF  RHODESIA  AMD  NYASALAND 


Imports  from  the  United  States  "by  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland  for  the  first  half  of  1956  amounted  to  $13; 283,000,  an  increase 
of  $^,U80,000  over  the  same  period  of  1955*    The  U.  S.  was  the  chief  non- 
Commonwealth  supplier  to  the  Federation.    The  principal  items  were  machiner 
tallow,  wheat,  automotive  vehicles  and  parts,  petroleum  products,  chemicals 
and  paper.    U.  S.  wheat  was  sold  to  the  Rhodesians  for  the  first  time  in 
1956.    The  Federation's  exports  to  the  United  States  declined  in  the  first 
half  of  1956  to  $18.5  million  compared  with  $27  million  for  the  same  period 
of  1955,  chiefly  because  of  decrease  in  copper. 


ARGENTINA'S  1955-56  COTTON 
PRODUCTION  INCREASED 

Argentina's  1955-56  cotton  crop  (harvested  March-July  1956)  is  current 
ly  estimated  at  550,000  hales  (500  pounds  gross),  up  5  percent  from  the 
525,000-bale  crop  in  195^-55.    Earlier  estimates  of  the  1955-56  crop  had 
been  for  a  much  lower  figure  because  of  excessive  rains  during  the  harvest 
period.    High  prices  for  the  domestically  produced  cotton,  however,  re- 
sulted in  the  picking  of  much  inferior  quality  cotton  that  otherwise  might 
have  been  abandoned. 


There  is  a  possibility  that  about  30,000  bales  of  low  grade  cotton 
will  be  released  for  export  this  year  while  imports  may  exceed  the  usual 
10-15,000-bale  annual  total.    The  supply  of  inferior  qualities  is  heavy 
this  year.    Local  mills  rely  mostly  on  better  qualities,  the  supply  of 
which  is  inadequate  for  increased  mill  needs. 


No  official  estimate  of  the  area  to  be  planted  for  the  1956-57  crop 
has  been  issued,  but  private  estimates  place  the  figure  at  1,500,000  acres 
as  compared  with  1,300,000  acres  for  each  of  the  2  preceding  years.  In- 
creased planting  of  soybeans  in  the  Cotton  Belt  may  reduce  cotton  acreage 
1957-58;  according  to  recent  reports. 


Cotton  consumption  in  Argentina  during  August-July  1955-56  was  esti- 
mated at  525,000  bales  as  compared  with  ^75,000  bales  in  the  previous 
year.    Exports  during  August-July  1955-56  amounted  to  only  2,000  bales  in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  102,000  bales  exported  in  I95I+-55.    Midseason  stocks 
on  August  I,  1956,  were  estimated  at  525,000  bales  as  compared  with 
501,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier.    Approximately  25,000  bales  may  be 
available  for  export  during  the  1956-57  season. 
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TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  INCREASE  IN  AUGUST 

Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  United  States  ports  in 
August  1956  amounted  to  158,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross),  nearly  double 
the  rate  of  August  transshipments  in  the  2  previous  years.  Transship- 
ments in  August  1955  were  8l,000  bales  as  compared  with  76,000  bales 
in  August  195^.    The  cotton  apparently  was  moving  rapidly  through  the 
United  States  channels  to  meet  advance-sale  commitments,  as  total  exports 
to  the  United  States  in  July  (mostly  for  transshipment)  were  only  1*4-2,000 
bales . 


Principal  destinations  of  Mexican  transshipments  in  August  1956, 
with  comparable  figures  for  August  1955  in  parentheses,  were  as  follows: 
Japan  63,000  bales  (6,000):    Western  Germany  28,000  (32,000);  United 
Kingdom  1^,000  (7,000);  Belgium  12,000  ( 10,000);  Italy  10,000  (2,000); 
Netherlands  6,000  ( 11,000) ;  Australia  6,000  (800);  France  5,000  (k00) } 
and  Sweden  5,000  (3,000). 


TURKEY  ANNOUNCES  SUBSIDY  ON 
1956-57  COTTON  EXPORTS 

The  Government  of  Turkey  announced  October  20,  195^,  that  by  decree 
of  October  5;  1956,  the  Minister  of  Economy  and  Commerce,  through  the 
Agricultural  Bank  and  the  two  Cotton  Cooperatives  of  Izmir  and  Adana,  was 
authorized  to  pay  the  exporter  a  premium,  amounting  to  35  percent  of  the 
fob  net  value  of  the  cotton,  on  all  cotton  exported  during  the  1956-57 
export  seasoni 

The  Government  has  had  a  domestic  price  support  program  administered 
through  the  cotton  cooperatives,  but  cotton  exports  hitherto  have  been 
subsidized  to  varying  extents  under  barter  and  bilateral  trade  agreements 
rather  than  by  direct  subsidy.    The  domestic  support  price  for  the  1956-57 
crop,  basis  Acala  1A  Aegean  District,  is  280  kurus  per  kilogram  of  lint 
cotton  (equivalent  to  ^5»36  U.  S.  cents  a  pound).    Spot  quotations,  October 
18,  1956,  were  as  follows:    Izmir,-  Acala  I,  50.22  cents  a  pound;  Adana, 
Acala  I,  ^5.0^  cents.    There  is  no  officially  recognized  basis  for  compar- 
ing the  quality  of  Turkish  cotton  with  United  States  cotton  but  trade 
sources  generally  consider  Acala  I  and  II  at  Izmir  as  roughly  equivalent 
to  SM  l-l/l6"  and  M  l-l/l6"  respectively. 

Cotton  production  in  Turkey  in  1956-57  is  estimated  at  625,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  as  compared  with  600,000  bales  in  1955-56,  and  650,000 
in  195^-55 •    Cotton  acreage  for  1956-57  is  estimated  at  1,500,000  acres  as 
compared  with  1,520,000  for  1955-56,  and  1,^0,000  for  195^-55.  Production 
in  1956-57  in  the  Adana  area  reportedly  was  somewhat  higher  than  last  year,, 
while  in  the  Aegean  area  production  was  somewhat  less  than  a  year  ago. 
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Turkey's  cotton  exports  dropped  sharply  in  1955-56;  from  the  233^000 
bales  exported  in  195^-55  "to  only  11+2,000  hales  in  the  current  period. 
Declines  were  registered  in  exports  to  nearly  all  countries  with  the 
exception  of  Italy  and  Israel.    The  lower  exports  in  1955-56  are  attri- 
buted to  a  decline  in  production  and  a  sharp  rise  in  local  mill 
consumption  that  reduced  the  supply  available  for  export. 


TURKEY:    Exports  of  cotton  by  country  of  destination; 

average  193^-38;  annual  1951-55 
 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  

Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  m  - 

destination  ]Average[ 


;  193I4-- 38; 


.  1951 


1952 


1953 


195^ 


1955 


■1,000  bales 


Austria  :  0 

Czechoslovakia.  :  3 

Finland  :  q 

France.  :  2 

Germany,  West  :  1^8 

Hungary  :  q 

Italy  :  j£ 

Netherlands  ;  0 

Poland  :  2 

Sweden  :  0 

United  Kingdom  :  \j 

Yugoslavia  :  J/ 

Israel  :  ~~]_ 

Japan  :  7 

Other  countries  :  ^ 

Total  :  Qk 

1/  Less  than  500  bales. 


2 
20 

0 
61 

131 
16 

9 
1 

2 
0 

9 
0 
0 
1 

__2- 


261 


7 
25 

8 
lh 
116 

31 
122 

7 
7 
k 

3 
18 
k 
0 
7 


^33 


1/ 
30 

15 

26 

19 

53 
0 

31 

0 
2 
57 
25 
52 
26 


377 


10 
16 

2 
67 
53 

9 
23 
1/ 

6 

0 

1/ 

22 

5 
1 

12. 


233 


1 

2 

1/ 

16 

2 
52 

3 

2 

1 

0 

5 
5 
0 

9 


lk2 


Source:    Statistique  Mensuelle  du  Commerce  Exterieur;  Agricultural  Attaches 
and  other  United  States  representatives  abroad. 


Domestic  consumption  of  cotton  in  Turkey  during  1955-56  was  reported 
at  U60,000  bales  or  23  percent  more  than  the  375,000  bales  consumed  in 
I95U-55.    Consumption  during  1956-57  is  expected  to  continue  at  about  the 
same  level  as  in  I955-56,  partly  as  the  result  of  heavy  stocks  of  cotton 
goods  on  hand.    Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1956,  were  estimated  at  ll+8,000 
bales,  slightly  below  the  150,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier.  Cotton 
available  for  export  from  the  1956-57  crop,  based  on  present  indications, 
would  amount  to  approximately  160,000  bales. 
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EGYPT'S  COTTON  PRODUCTION 
AT  LAST  YEAR'S  LEVEL 


Egypt's  cotton  production  during  1956-57  is  officially  esti- 
mated at  1,523,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross),  approximately  the  same 
as  last  year's  crop  of  1,535,000  bales  and  5  percent  less  than  the 
195^-55  production  of  1,598,000  bales.     Cotton  acreage  declined  9 
percent  from  the  1,885,000  acres  harvested  in  1955-56  to  an  esti- 
mated 1,716,000  acres  for  1956-57, 


The  decline  in  area  was  the  result  of  acreage  restrictions 
imposed  at  the  beginning  of  the  1956-57  season,  wherein  farmers 
were  required  to  plant  at  least  one -third  of  their  land  in  wheat 
and  not  more  than  one -third  in  cotton.    Increased  yields  of  cotton 
per  acre  accounted  for  the  continuance  of  the  production  level  in 
spite  of  the  decline  in  area.    Acreage  and  production  trends  during 
the  last  7  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table . 


EGYPT:    Cotton  acreage, 

production  and  yield  per  acre 

,  1950-56 

Year  beginning 

August  1  I 

Acreage 

°     Production  * 

;   y  ; 

Yield  per 
acre 

• 

1,000 
acres 

■  * 

e  a 

:  1,000 

:       bales  2/  : 

pounds 
lint 

1951  

1953  .........,..: 

2,050 

2,055 
2,042 

1,375 

1,639 
1,885 
1,716 

1,755  : 
1,666  • 
1       2,047  : 
:       l,46l  : 
:       1,598  : 
:       1,535  : 
:       1,523  • 

411 

389 
hQl 

510 
468 

391 

426 

1/  Including  scarto.  2/  Bales  of  500  pounds  gross. 
Source:     Official  estimates. 


Cotton  exports  from  Egypt  during  August- July  1955-56  amounted 
to  1,433,000  bales,  increasing  33  percent  over  1954-55  exports  of 
1,081,000  bales  but  4  percent  less  than  1953-5^  exports  of  1,485,000 
bales.    Cotton  exports  to  the  Soviet  Bloc  countries  amounted  to 
594,000  bales  in  1955-56,  as  compared  with  243,000  in  1954-55  and  an 
average  of  179,000  bales  per  year  in  1935-39-    Exports  of  220,000 
bales  to  Czechoslovakia  in  1955- 56  were  unusually  heavy,  amounting  to 
£bout"5  times  the "volume  in  previous  years.    Exports  to  China-also 
increased  sharply,  amounting  to  141,000  bales  in  1955-56  as  compared 
with  36,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 
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EGYPT:    Exports  of  cotton  "by  countries  of  destination 
averages  1935-39  and  19^5-^9,  annual  1952-55 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Year  "beginning  August  1 


Country  of 
destination 

'.  Average 

•  * 

:  1935-39;  19^5-^9. 

1952  , 

1  nco 
1953 

19P^ 

19?? 

: 

• 
• 

-  -  1,000 

bales  -  • 

: 

2k 

2/ 

3^  • 

:       25  : 

23 

29 

18 

17 

:       22  : 

23 

:  18 

:  17 

• 

50 

:v 

52  • 

:       59  ' 

53  ' 

:  ^ 

:  220 

• 

2/ 

k  • 

!  2 

:        k  : 

:  2 

:  1 

• 

239 

162 

291  ' 

210 

iki 

:  lk6 

• 

3/ 

3/, 

:  2 

:       10  • 

:       10  • 

:  22 

• 

1S7 

2/  - 

128  • 

•  137 

;  88 

:  ^3 

• 

18 

2/ 

:       27  • 

:  25 

:  3^ 

:  38 

• 

105 

•1/ 

1^  : 

170  ! 

125  < 

:  79 

:  93 

• 

6 

1+0  - 

:       ^7  ' 

:  26 

:  21 

:  2k 

32 

|v 

16  « 

27  • 

:  5 

:  36 

1  kQ 

9 

5  • 

:        k  : 

:  6 

:  3 

:  k 

kQ 

2/  ' 

:  5 

:  8 

:  12 

:  51 

25 

25  ' 

:  66 

:  k2 

:  3^ 

:  9 

• 

13 

17  : 

:  18 

:  8 

:  '3~7 

:  5 

• 

72 

33  • 

:       68  < 

:  68 

:  k8 

:  58 

592 

367 

:       78  : 

207 

:  65 

:  kk 

2/ 

2/  " 

:       18  « 

:  15 

:  1^ 

:  17 

27 

~6 

:  16 

:  7 

:  1 

:  1 

2k 

2/ 

•       61  • 

:       52  • 

:  36 

:  lln 

99 

256 

:      21k  • 

217 

:  129 

:  163 

1^3 

:       85  •  • 

:  88 

:  lh 

:  112 

8 

2/ 

:  29 

:  7 

!  0 

:  0 

50 

89 

;  81+ 

:       69  • 

:  66 

:  52 

-  • 

2/ 

1/ 

129 

10*+ 

:  0 

:  61 

:  56 

Other  countries  5A» 

• 

20 

69 

•       68  - 

i+8 

:  29 

:  39 

.':  1,7^2 

:  1,^51 

:  1,727 

1,1*85 

•  1,081 

:  1,^33 

Group  totals  included: 

179- 
,257 

:  197 
:  83^ 

:      296  : 
:  951 

990 

•  2l+3 

3ki 

:  ^ 

499 

1/  3-year  average.  2/  If  any,  included  in  other  countries.  3/  Included  with 
West  Germany  prior  to  1951.    k/  k-yea.r  average.    5/  Includes  Bulgaria. 

6/  Includes  small  quantities  to  countries  not  itemized. 


Source:  Monthly  Summary  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Egypt,  Agricultural 
Attaches,  and  other  United  States  representatives  abroad. 
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Cotton  exports  to  Western  European  countries  declined  to  499,000 
bales  in  1955-56,  as  compared  with  c44,000  in  1954-55  and  90C,000  in 
1953-54.    The  decline  was  even  sharper  when  compared  with  the  prewar 
period,  1935-39;  when  the  yearly  average  was  1,257*000  bales. 


Prices  of  Egyptian  cotton  were  fairly  stable  from  August  to  December 
1955;  hut  shortly  after  January  1  began  a  sharp  upward  movement  which  con- 
tinued until  late  June.    Unusually  heavy  buying  pressure  by  Communist 
countries  was  considered  to  be  a  principal  cause  of  the  upward  price  move- 
ment.   Prices  in  September,  the  beginning  of  the  new  season,  were  well 
above  those  of  the  previous  year  and  by  mid-October  had  recovered 
approximately  to  the  high  levels  of  May  and  early  June .    Monthly  average 
spot  sprices  for  the  1955-56  season  were  as  follows; 


EGYPT:    Monthly  average  spot  cotton  prices  at  Alexandria, 
August  1955  -  July  1956.  1/ 

(Equivalent  U.  S.  cents  a  pound) 


Month  and 
year 


Karnak 
G/FG 


Menoufi 
G/FG 


Giza  30 
Good 


Ashmouni 
Good 


1955 

August  2/ 
September 
October . 
November 
December 
1956 
January. 
February 
March. 
April. 
May. . . 
June , . 
July. . 


44.89 


46.05 

48.03 
52.53 
53.80 
60.21 
68.20 
69.17 


4i  M 
44.08 

1+7.16 
52.03 
56.1;2 
63.  in 


l/  Spot  prices  do  not  include 
and  Menoufi,  and  of  1.28  cent 
rate  of  34.716  piasters  per  $ 
piasters  per  $1.00  thereafter 

pound  for  Karnak  and  Me'noufi, 

Source:    Ministry  of  Finance. 


3^.90 

35.19 
3U.72 

33.96 
3^.38 

35.37 
44.83 
46.29 
53.60 

50.24 
44.09 


3^.72 

35.15 
33.26 
32.54 
33.15 

34.88 

39-^1 
42.20 
48.63 
58.08 
46.82 
42.48 


export  tax  of  4.77  cents  a  pound  for  Karnak 
s  for  Giza  and  Ashmouni.    Converted  at  exchange 
1.00  for  August  through  May,  and  at  35.0317 

2/  Export  taxes  in  August  were  8.77  cents  a 
5.88  cents  for  Giza  30  and  Ashmouni. 


Cotton  consumption  in  Egypt,  mostly  of  Ashmouni  variety,  amounted 
to  390,000  bales  in  1955-56,  an  increase  of  8  percent  over  consumption 
of  360,000  bales  in  1954-55.    Development  of  the  cotton  spinning  and 
weaving  industry  is  considered  to  be  very  satisfactory.    The  number  of 
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spindles  rose  to  657,152  in  1955  as  against  615,86*4-  spindles 
in  195^,  an  increase  of  nearly  7  percent.    The  number  of  looms 
increased  from  13,729  looms  in  1952  to  15,370  in  1955,  and  is 
expected  to  reach  17,000  by  the  end  of  1956. 

Local  yarn  consumption  amounted  to  60,386  metric  tons  in 
1955  as  compared  with  53,191  metric  tons  in  195^,  an  increase 
of  13.5  percent.    The  textile  market  was  less  active.  Local 
consumption  of  textiles  was  kB,k63  metric  tons  as  compared  with 
^9,210  metric  tons  in  195^+,  a  decrease  of  about  2  percent.  An 
increase  in  textile  exports  more  than  offset  the  decline  in 
local  consumption  of  textiles. 


Wo  change  has  been  announced  in  Government  policy  for  the 
1956-57  cotton  season.    The  favorable  export  situation  during 
1955-56  has  resulted  in  low  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  new 
season,  estimated  at  352,000  bales  on  August  1,  1956,  as  com- 
pared with  6^0,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier.    Exports  during 
August  1956  amounted  to  k9,000  bales,  as  compared  with  1^1,000 
bales  in  August  1955  and  about  80,000  bales  in  the  2  previous 
years . 


BH0DESIA  TO  RETAIL  FLUID 
SKIMMED  MILK 


The  Dairy  Marketing  Board  of  Rhodesia  has  announced  that 
it  will  put  on  retail  sale  1,000  gallons  of  fluid  skimmed  milk 
daily  in  Salisbury  to  increase  the  protein  intake  of  native 
diets.    The  milk  will  sell  for  21  cents  per  Imperial  gallon 
(approximately  10.3  pounds).    Experimental  sales  have  been  con- 
ducted in  3  smaller  cities,  and  the  success  of  the  scheme  in 
these  areas  prompted  its  being  established  for  the  capital 
city. 


Attempts  have  also  been  made  to  have  native  education 
authorities  provide  skimmed  milk  for  African  school  children. 


The  Board  is  currently  considering  the  establishment  of  a 
small  powdering  plant  which  would  utilize  about  k  million 
pounds  of  fluid  skimmed  milk  a  year.    The  production  of  nonfat 
dry  milk  would  obviate  the  necessity  for  present  imports  of 
over  200  tons  a  year. 
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MILK  PRODUCTION  UP  IN  NYASALAND 

Milk  production  in  Nyasaland  showed  a  considerable  increase  in  1955* 
Both  European  farmers  and  native  dairymen  contributed  to  the  rising  out- 
put . 

Commercial  butter  and  ghee  production  of  African  producers  in  1955 
amounted  to  69,000  pounds  and  accounted  for  about  1.7  million  pounds  of 
milk.    Total  butter  and  ghee  production  in  the  previous  year,  according 
to  the  records  of  the  Department  of  Veterinary  Services  and  Animal 
Industry  of  Nyasaland,  was  slightly  less  than  58^500  pounds  while  produc- 
tion in  1950  was  less  than  26,000  pounds. 

Fluid  supplies  of  quality  milk  were  reported  generally  adequate.  In 
fact  there  was  some  tendency  to  overproduction.    The  dairy  operations  run 
by  the  Department  in  the  vicinity  of  Mbawa  had  a  good  year  and  the  Depart- 
ment opened  another  creamery  for  butter  manufacture  to  meet  the  demand 
for  dairy  production  in  Mzuzu.    The  collection  of  milk  for  the  Mzuzu  opera- 
tion was  somewhat  difficult  in  that  most  of  the  producers  lived  10  miles 
from  the  center  along  roads  usable  only  by  bicycles.    The  bicycles  reported- 
ly had  a  limited  life  and  much  of  the  cream  received  at  the  creamery 
already  had  undergone  some  churning  from  the  rough  transportation. 


TIJUANA  PROHIBITS 
DRY  MILK  IMPORTS 

In  answer  to  Baja  California  dairymen's  demands,  the  Mexican  Federal 
Government  announced  on  August  31<>  1956    that  further  importation  of 
powdered  milk  into  the  Tijuana  area  was  prohibited  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  September  3,  1956) ,    Government  mediators,  however,  still 
have  not  come  to  a  decision  in  the  conflict  over  the  alfalfa  price  be- 
tween the  Tijuana  dairymen  and  the  Ensenada  alfalfa  growers  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  August  27,  I956) .    It  was  announced  that  the  Banco  de 
Credito  Agricola,  which  finances  and  controls  the  production  of  alfalfa, 
would,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministries  of  Agriculture  and  Economy, 
establish  an  official  price  for. alfalfa,    To  date,  the  price  has  not  been 
announced  and  dairymen  continue  to  resist  the  $36.30  per  ton  asked  by 
the  growers , 


IRELAND  FREES  BUTTER 
EXPORTS  FROM  LICENSING 

Irish  butter  stocks,  totaling  almost  26  million  pounds  on  August  15, 
I956,  are  12  percent  over  the  same  date  last  year,  reflecting  higher  milk 
and  butter  production  levels  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  10, 
1956) .    This  is  believed  to  be  the  chief  contributing  factor  behind  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture's  authorization  of  license-free  butter  exports, 
which  became  effective  September  1,  1956 0 
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NEW  ZEALAND  CASEIN  EXPORTS 
AT  NEW  HIGH 

Exports  of  casein  from  New  Zealand  for  the  year  ending  June 
30 ,  1956,  may  reach  approximately  32.5  million  pounds  compared 
with  25.8  million  pounds  for  the  previous  year. 

Last  season,  "by  agreement  among  manufacturers,  all  casein 
marketed  in  export  was  on  a  pool  basis.    The  competitive  posi- 
tion of  the  dairy  industry  has  undoubtedly  been  enhanced  by  this 
centralization  of  marketing  control. 

New  Zealand  exports  of  casein  during  the  coming  season  may 
be  somewhat  less,  since  some  dairy  processing  concerns  are  turn- 
ing to  processing  nonfat  dry  milk  because  of  the  improved  price 
situation  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  29,  1956). 


BUMPER  TURKISH  FIG 
CROP  INDICATED 

Estimates  from  Turkey  indicate  a  record-large  1956  dried 
fig  pack  of  kk,000  short  tons.    This  includes  an  estimated 
33,000  tons  of  edible  figs,  and  11,000  tons  of  industrial  grade 
figs.    Weather  conditions  were  favorable  during  the  growing 
season  and  harvest  period. 

The  1955  pack  totaled  31,000  tons,  and  the  five-year  average 
(19^9-53)  is  27,800  tons. 

It  is  reported  that  approximately  11,000  tons  of  the  current 
crop  are  of  quality  suitable  for  shipment  as  paste  to  the  United 
States. 

Turkish  exports  in  1955-56  totaled  18,5^7  short  tons,  consist- 
ing of  13,U60  tons  of  edible  dried  whole  figs,  2,376  tons  of  fig 
paste  and  2,711  tons  of  industrial  figs. 

The  I956  season  opened  at  Izmir  on  August  30.    The  export 
market  has  been  slow  with  a  cautious  wait-and-see  attitude.  This 
attitude  by  foreign  buyers  reportedly  stems  from  their  belief 
that  devaluation  of  the  Turkish  Lira  is  a  possibility. 

According  to  the  Izmir  Exporters  Union,  5,568  short  tons  of 
edible  dried  figs  were  sold  for  export  between  September  1  and 
October  19.    Of  this  quantity,  only  kG  tons  were  reportedly  for 
export  to  the  United  States.    In  the  same  period  no  sale  for 
export  of  fig  paste  was  recorded. 
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Estimated  supply  and  distribution  in  the  1955 -56  season  were  as 
follows : 

Short  tons 


Stocks,  September  1,  1955 
Production,  1955 


none 
31,000 


Total  supply 
Exports 

Other  disappearance 
Stocks,  September  1,  1956 


31,000 

18,5^7 
12,^53 
none 


Total  distribution 


31,000 


Preliminary  Turkish  export  statistics  for  the  1955-56  season  are  shown 
below. 


Figs,  dried:    Exports  from  Turkey  by  country  of  destination 

1955-56  marketing  season 


Type  and  country 

1955-56  l/ 

Type  and  country 

\        1955-56  1/ 

of  destination 

of  destination 

short  tons 

:        short  tons 

Whole,  edible:  : 

> Paste : 

Belgium  &  Luxembourg' 

914-8 

!  Canada 

:  382 

Brazil 

856 

^United  Kingdom 

:  6kQ 

Canada  s 

196 

-United  States 

•  1/3^6 

Czechoslovakia  ! 

691 

Denmark 

891 

:  Total 

2,376 

Egypt  : 

3.1*2 

United  Kingdom  ! 

1,918 

France 

1,MK) 

Germany,  Fed.  Rep. of 

1,739 

:        short  tons 

Netherlands 

130 

:  Industrial: 

Japan 

233 

j  1,1+86 

New  Zealand  ] 

lilt 

•Austria 

Norway 

275 

Czechoslovakia 

:  331 

Poland .  i 

187 

[Germany,  Fed.  Rep. of 

656 

Sweden  < 

1,793 

.Switzerland 

23!+ 

Switzerland  « 

1,051' 

•Other 

k 

Uruguay 

:  12k 

United  States 

:  27I+ 

;  Total 

2,711 

Other 

:  ^58 

Total 

13,^60 

1/  Year  beginning  September  1,  1955- 
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JAPAN  FLANS  LARGE 
IMPORTS  OF  BEANS 

Japan  expects  to  import  about  2.2  million  bags  (100  pounds  each) 
of  beans  in  the  current  marketing  year  ending  September ,  1957.    This  is 
l/3  more  than  was  imported  last  year.    A  special  foreign  fund  has  been 
announced  for  the  purchase.    The  expected  increase  of  imports  arises  from 
the  low  1956  production  of  nearly  all  varieties  of  pulses  produced  in 
Japan.    Weather  was  very  unfavorable  in  the  major  producing  areas  of 
Hokkaido. 

The  kidney  bean  harvest  was  especially  poor,  totalling  l.K  million 
bags  in  1956,  down  55  percent  from  last  year.    The  1956  production  of 
adzuki  beans  was  2.2  million  bags,  down  32  percent.    Broad  beans  totaled 
538,000  bags,  down  5  percent.    Pea  production  was  i+00,000  bags,  down  35 
percent.    Cow  peas  were  335,000  bags,  down  1  percent.    Mung  beans  were 
U,000  bags,  down  5  percent. 

The  proposed  import  goal  specifically  excludes  mung  beans  but 
includes  a  contemplated  barter  arrangement  with  Communist  China  involving 
about  650,000  bags  of  adzuki  and  broad  beans.    It  is  indicated,  however, 
that  there  may  be  considerably  less  of  the  adzuki  beans  available  from 
China  this  year  than  last. 

The  announced  average  price  for  the  non-barter  imports  is  less  than 
$5»00  per  bag,  but  this  may  include  both  low  and  higher  priced  varieities 
of  beans.    Thus  certain  varieties  may  command  a  higher  price  than  the 
announced  average. 

The  U.S.  has  exported  a  few  beans  to  Japan  in  every  year  since  19^8. 
Shipments  in  the  earlier  years  probably  were  under  U.S.  relief  programs. 
Later  shipments  may  have  included  beans  sold  at  reduced  prices  from  CCC 
stocks.    U.S.  annual  exports  of  beans  to  Japan  follows: 


Year  Bags 

19^8  97,309 

19^9  271,176 

1950  16^ 

1951  ^26 

1952  2,058 

1953  3,951 
195^  55,23^ 

1955  2,359 

1956  (thru  August)  0 


The  bulk  of  Japanese  imports  of  beans,  peas  and  other  pulses  usually 
come  from  Burma  and  Communist  China.    Out  of  a  total  of  1.7  million  bags 
imported  in  1955-56  700,000  came  from  Burma  and  800,000  from  China.  One 
million  bags  of  these  were  broad  beans,  mung  beans,  and  miscellaneous 
types  of  pulses.    About  560,000  bags  were  classed  as  kidney  type  beans. 


November  12,  1956  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


31 


GREEK  CURRANT  CROP  UP 


The  1956  currant  crop  in  Greece  is  estimated  at  95,000  short  tons, 
an  increase    over  previous  estimates,  and  the  largest  crop  since  World 
War  II.    By  comparison,  the  1955  short  crop,  amounted  to  72,000  tons 
(revised),  and  the  five-year  average  (19^9-53) >  89,600  tons. 

The  extremely  cold  1955-56  winter  did  not  greatly  affect  production 
although  it  did  cause  a  delay  in  blooming.    The  dry  summer  not  only 
facilitated  the  harvesting  and  sun-drying  of  the  crop,  but  contributed 
to  its  high  quality  in  all  areas  of  Greece, 

Exports  in  1956-57  are  expected  to  total  over  80,000  short  tons,  or 
nearly  20,CfO  tons  more  than  the  63,321  tons  exported  in  1955-56  and 
8,500  tons  more  than  the  19^-55  exports  of  7^,522  tons. 

Supply  and  distribution  balances,  as  estimated  for  1955-56  and  fore- 
cast for  1956-57  are  as  follows: 


1955-56 


1956-57 


-  short  tons 


Beginning  stocks  (September  1) 
Production 
Total  supply 

Exports 

Domestic  disappearance 
Ending  stocks  (August  31) 
Total  distribution 


i+05 
72,000 
727W5 

63,321 
8,92^ 
160 
72,405 


160 

95,000 
95,160 

82,700 
11,760 
700 
95,lc0 


By  October  10,  1956,  over  22,200  short  tons  of  currants  had  been 
exported,  contrasted  with  only  10,9^-1  tons  in  the  corresponding  period 
a  year  earlier.    However,  increasing  resistance  has  since  been  experienced 
in  sales  to  the  United  Kingdom  which  is  by  far  the  largest  outlet  for 
Greek  currants.    However,  overall  export  prospects  are  considered  good  by 
the  Greek  trade,  which  anticipates  that  33,000  to  38,000  short  tons  will 
have  been  exported  by  November  10  for  the  Christmas  trade. 

Export  f.o.b.  prices  for  early  transactions  this  season  have  ranged 
between  $279  and  $330  per  short  ton,  while  prices  last  year  ranged  between 
$229  and  $330  per  ton,  depending  on  the  grade  and  market.    Prices  received 
by  growers  at  the  beginning  of  the  1956-57  season  ranged  from  10  to  15  per- 
cent higher  than  the  "security"  prices  set  by  the  A.S.0.  (Antonomous  Cur- 
rant Organization) .    However,  during  late  September  and  early  October  they 
dropped,  reducing  this  margin  to  about  5  percent.    By  the  end  of  August, 
all  of  the  1956  crop  of  exportable  quality  had  been  marketed. 
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Almost  all  quantities  of  currants  are  moving  through  private  trade 
channels  because  of  (l)  the  gap  between  the  free  trade  price  and  the 
A.S.O.  "security"  price,  and  (2)  the  Greek  government's  policy  this 
year  of  not  paying  the  grower  the  difference  if  higher  prices  are 
later  obtained  by  A.S.O. 


URUGUAY  EXPECTS  LARGER  FLAXSEED, 
SUNFLOWER  SEED  CROFS  IN  1956-57 

Uruguay's  flaxseed  production  during  1956-57  is  expected  to  approximate 
3  million  bushels,  one-third  more  than  in  1955-56.    Plantings,  estimated  at 
321,000  acres,  are  approximately  30  percent  greater  than  last  year  reflect- 
ing the  increased  prices  received  for  flaxseed  during  1956  in  relation  to 
1955. 

URUGUAY:    Flaxseed,  sunflower  seed,  and  peanuts- -acreage 
and  production,  crop  years  195^-55  -  1956-57 


Product  Unit        :  195U-55  °°  1955-56  ^ 


Flaxseed                                         :  1,000      ;  :  : 

Area  :  acres      :        2k0  :      2^+9  :  320 

Production  :  bushels     :    2,^79  :  2,205  :  2,953 

Sunflower  seed                               :  :  :  : 

Area   :  acres      :        U35  :      U32  •  ^35 

Production  :  short  tons:         $k  :       73  :  95 

Peanuts                                           :  ... 

Area  :  acres      :         19  :        20  :  20 

Production  :  short  tons:  6  :  7  ;  7 


Source:    Uruguayan  Ministry  of  Livestock  and  Agriculture  and  trade  sources. 


Ships'  manifests  show  a  total  of  9,12U  short  tons  of  linseed  oil  ex- 
ported from  January  1  to  September  30,  1956.    The  major  markets  were  the 
Netherlands,  Italy  and  Czechoslovakia.    During  the  same  period  kt66f  tons 
of  linseed  expellers  and  2,68^  tons  of  linseed  meal  were  exported,  largely 
to  the  Netherlands  and  Finland.    Flaxseed  exports  are  prohibited. 

Sunflower  seed  plantings  for  the  1956-57  crop  are  expected  to  be  up 
slightly,  and  with  favorable  weather,  production  may  increase  substantially 
from  the  poor  output  of  1955-56.    Adverse  weather  reduced  the  1955-56  out- 
turn to  an  estimated  73,000  tons  compared  with  about  9^,000  the  previous 
year.    The  smaller  crop  has  caused  more  peanut  oil  to  go  into  blending  with 
sunflower  seed  oil  for  domestic  use. 
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There  have  been  no  exports  of  sunflower  seed  or  oil  in  1956.  Ships' 
manifests  show  9;609  tons  of  sunflower  meal  and  809  tons  of  expellers  were 
exported  during  January-September.    The  bulk  of  the  exports  went  to  the 
Netherlands  and  Austria. 

Peanut  acreage  and  production  in  1956-57  are  expected  to  approximate 
the  19,800  acres  planted  and  6,600  tons  produced  in  1955-56.    There  have 
been  no  exports  of  peanuts,  peanut  oil,  meal  or  expellers  in  1956. 

Trade  sources  estimate  the  1956  olive  production  to  be  87O  tons  of 
which  roughly  two-thirds  has  been  or  will  be  crushed  for  oil.  Uruguay 
seems  to  be  well  suited  for  the  production  of  olives,  and  increased  plant- 
ings of  olive  trees  have  been  indicated.    The  main  obstacle  to  larger  pro- 
duction is  reported  to  be  the  high  cost  of  labor  involved  in  harvesting 
the  crop. 


PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 


Issued  recently  and  available  (single  copies) 
free  upon  request  to  persons  in  the  U.S.  from 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C.  Room 
5922.    Phone;    REpublic  7-4142,  Ext.  2445. 


The  Agricultural  Situation  in  Burma.  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FATP  35-56 


World  Milk  Production  Estimates,  1956.  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FD-12-56 


Hard  Fibers  Imported  Into  the  United  States.  Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FVF  4-56 


World  Hog  Slaughter  Prospects  in  1957 °  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FLM  14-56 


Current  Cotton  Situation  in  Mexico.  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FC  9-56 


World  Cotton  Production  Down  in  1956-57 •  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FC  10-56" 


(DUAd)  '0  'a  t(iZ  M010MIHSVM 

anoAv  oi  asn  aiVAiaa  aoa  xiTVMaa        arannnoiHOv  ao  iNaMCHvaaa:  saivis  aaxiMn 


